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Jasper Fforde worked in the film industry for 19 years where his varied career included the role of "focus puller" on films such as Goldeneye, The Mask of Zorro and Entrapment.  He had been writing purely for his own amusement for several years but always harboured a dream of trading in his film career to become a full time writer.





After receiving 76 rejection letters from various publishers Jasper’s first novel The Eyre Affair was taken on by Hodder & Stoughton. It was published in July 2001. Since then Jasper has become an international bestseller with a cult following of dedicated fans. The following Thursday Next books – Lost In A Good Book, The Well of Lost Plots and Something Rotten – won widespread critical acclaim and were all set in Swindon. The much-maligned town has embraced its literary son, making Jasper Mayor for the Day, naming a series of new roads after characters from his books and hosting the first ever Jasper Fforde Festival.





The lengthy hiatus between the Fourth and Fifth Next books has not been due (as some wags have claimed) to a bad case of writer’s block, but rather to Jasper’s work on an exciting new series. Progressing along the M4 corridor, the Nursery Crime books started with The Big Over Easy, which set out to answer the most mystifying question in criminal history: Who killed Humpty Dumpty?  This was followed by The Fourth Bear which will be published in paperback in June 07.





Jasper has acquired a huge fan base and some extraordinary stories of devotion. One couple in Nottingham have stolen Thursday’s name for their baby girl as a tribute to Jasper’s novels. A woman has managed to secure funding for a PHD on his writing.  He also has a huge web following with the site www.jasperfforde.com which is crammed full of information about his parallel universes. Applications to be his official stalker can be made in writing or via the website.





Jasper lives and writes in Wales and has a passion for aviation. He wants to make it clear that the character of Friday is not based on his teenage son.
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After receiving 76 rejection letters from various publishers Jasper’s first novel The Eyre Affair was taken on by Hodder & Stoughton. It was published in July 2001. Since then Jasper has become a worldwide phenomenon. All four novels in the Thursday Next series - Lost in a Good Book, The Well of Lost Plots and Something Rotten followed - received outstanding reviews, high praise and spectacular sales.





Jasper has acquired a huge fan base and some extraordinary stories of devotion. One couple in Nottingham have stolen Thursday’s name for their baby girl as a tribute to Jasper’s novels. A woman has managed to secure funding for a PHD on his writing.





Jasper has a huge web following with the sites www.jasperfforde.com and www.thursdaynext.com which are crammed full of information about his parallel universe. 





All four novels made the New York Times Bestseller List in their first week of publication and Jasper now appears at top literary festivals across the globe.





Jasper lives and writes in Wales and has a passion for aviation.





FIRST AMONG SEQUELS


 by Jasper Fforde





PUB DATE:  Thursday 5 July, 2007
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For further information, contact Emma Longhurst on 020 7873 6175 or email emma.longhurst@hodder.co.uk
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If you’ve never ventured into the bizarre, beautiful and meticulously realised world of Jasper Fforde’s Swindon (jewel of the M4) this is the book which will transport you seamlessly into the heart of Thursday Next’s literary adventuring. For Jasper’s worldwide network of dedicated fans, this Fifth Book is the Holy Grail: the cleverest, funniest Swindon novel to ever appear in print. More audacious than Harry Potter, more bookish than a huddle of librarians, jurisfiction agent Thursday Next is back, and this time she’s got company…





Last time we saw Thursday Next she was a fearless young mother, newly reunited with her eradicated husband, busy saving the world through the medium of croquet. Now fourteen years on, baby Friday is a sulky teenager, unwilling to embrace his glorious future as a chronoguard, and his mother is leading a triple life. Quite literally.





With budgets cut, many of the mysterious SpecOps departments have been disbanded. In order to continue her literary detective work, Thursday is forced to pose as a mild-mannered carpet layer. But while Thursday’s cheese-smuggling funds ACME carpet’s SpecOps division, secretly she’s sneaking off to Bookworld to carry on with her jursifiction work inside fiction.





With her arch-enemy Aornis Hades stuck in a 7 minute time-loop in the queue at TKMaxx, Thursday’s jurisfiction work should be a lot less dangerous. But with reader rates dropping alarmingly, and Thursday forced to train up her fictional counterparts as jurisfiction agents, classics are being put at risk. Can Thursday save Pride and Prejudice from being turned into a reality book show? Do the fictional Thursdays have designs on her husband? And will Racy Fiction succeed in letting off a dirty bomb in Feminism? Answers to some or all of these questions coming in the Fifth Next Book- July 5th.
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A Novice’s Guide To Jasper Fforde’s Literary Universe: 


A Thursday Next Cheat-sheet





Publicity Contact:  Emma Knight (t) 020 7873 6175 


(e) emma.knight@hodder.co.uk





The wait is over. From the anarchic pen of a consummate story-spinner comes the maddest, most ingenious Thursday Next tale yet…





“Fforde’s brand of inspired lunacy really stands on its own… Don’t ask, just read it!”


Sunday Express








“Ingenious – I’ll watch Jasper Fforde nervously.”


Terry Pratchet on The Eyre Affair





“A born word-smith of effervescent imagination.”


Christine Hardyment, Independent





ACME Carpet-fitting Company:


Cover for SpecOps operations – including former SO-17 Spike’s battle against demons, the undead and a host of other ‘weird shit’. (Funded by Thursday’s cheese-smuggling ring)





Cheese-smuggling:


The unpopular 'Cheese Duty' was instigated in 1970 by the then Whig government, who needed to raise funds for a potential escalation of war in the Crimea. With the duty now running at 1530% on hard and 1290% on smelly, illegal cheese-making and smuggling had become a very lucrative business indeed. 





SpecOps: 


The Special Operations Network was instigated to handle policing duties either too unusual or too specialised to be tackled by the regular force. There were thirty departments in all, starting at the more mundane Neighbourly Disputes (SO-30) and going on to Literary Detectives (SO-27) and Art Crimes (SO-24). (Most departments officially disbanded in 1991, but unofficially still operating under the cover of ACME Carpet-fitting company)





Jurisfiction:


The policing agency within books. Jurisfiction work tirelessly to maintain the continuity of the narrative within the pages of all the books ever written. A sometimes thankless task, Jurisfiction agents live mostly on their wits as they attempt to reconcile the author's original wishes and reader's expectations against a strict and largely pointless set of bureaucratic guidelines laid down by the Council of Genres. (Based in Book World. Thursday uses her SpecOps work as a cover for her duties as a Jurisfiction agent. She uses her Travelbook to jump between Swindon and the world of fiction)





Travelbook:


Standard-issue equipment to all Jurisfiction agents, the dimensionally ambivalent Travelbook contains information, tips, maps, recipes and extracts from popular or troublesome novels to enable speedier interfiction travel. 





Book Maintenance Facility:


Books suffer wear and tear, just the same as hip-joints, cars, and reputations. For this reason, all books have to go into the maintenance bay for a periodic re-fit, either every thirty years or a million readings, whichever is sooner. (Overseen by Isambard Kingdom Buñuel)





The Great Library


Contains the living, original copies of every book ever published. (Overseen by the Cheshire Cat) 





ChronoGuard 


SpecOps 12 – The secret division that police time, using yet-to-be-invented time travel technology. Desperate to recruit Thursday’s son Friday, who’d rather be in a band.





Dodos:


Re-engineered pets. A reminder of the 70s craze for home-cloning kits.





The Great Samuel Pepys Fiasco 


 The doubly unsuccessful Fifth book which in Thursday’s world got quickly remaindered, and in real life got abandoned in favour of First Among Sequels.
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